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A TURN IN THE 
FLORIDA KEYS

Start in Miami.We were two friends out for a week of sun, fun and adventure with no particular 
itinerary, but big plans.

Whether you are deplaning at the Miami International Airport or driving from the frigid north, every 
trip to the Keys should begin in Miami, preferably South Beach. It gives you a chance to admire the Art 

We checked into the Angler’s Hotel and Resort, recently renovated under the watchful eye of 
preservationist architect Allan Shulmàn and interior designer J.Wallace Tutt III, famous for the design 

most famous resident, which made it the perfect start to our trip.

the lobby restaurant that makes you feel like you are in Paris, paying in euros. A peach bellini was $16. 
All right then, onward.

A Marathon Begins on U.S. 1

good food, and a staff that will let you linger at a table long as you like. And you may like a long stay, 
because the adjacent shop sells international newspapers and magazines.

our convertible and eased on down U.S. 1.
Asphalt sidewalks soon gave way to patches of white sand surrounded by lush vegetation alive with 

There’s no question we’d left the city behind. If only we were out of cell phone range.
We resisted the temptation to stop at shacks devoted to key lime pie but did make a stop in Islamorada 

that will take place this month.

Center and to take a boat out to Pigeon Key. 
The Coral Lagoon’s sister property, Tranquility (four miles south), is where you visit for beach time 

In Florida’s Keys, stay open to beauty, shopping and adventure
and meals. Don’t think for a minute that the car 
trip is a hassle. Once you taste chef Clinton Dell’s 
perfectly prepared meals, you will be willing to 
make the trip on your hands.

The organic produce is grown especially for the 
restaurant, and Dell works his magic with seafood 
specialties such as horseradish encrusted grouper and 

spinach, beets and red peppers. The restaurant had 
just won a local award for its key lime pie, which 
takes your basic recipe adds a chocolate crumble 
crust and white chocolate mousse. Oh yeah!

The attractions in Marathon are all about the 
animals – the Turtle Hospital, Dolphin Research 
Center and the Crane Point Museum and Nature 

will keep adults equally entranced.
For anyone who grew up on countless episodes 

grandchildren is a must. This fascinating research 
facility provides all manner of interesting dolphin 
education plus the opportunity to swim or paint with 
the residents. I spent some quality time with Rainbow, 

his signature call on demand and loved to cuddle. 

about 10 little hairs on their cute snoots, which partly 

Back on the road after an encounter with the 
Dolphin Center’s gift shop (hey, it helps Flipper’s 
grandkids), we began the incomparable drive to 
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Key West. Traversing the two lane highway with 

it is like navigating a through a dream.
The Casa Marina Resort & Beach Club  was an 

in 1920 by Henry Flagler’s company for passengers 

of his railroad, this historical landmark is on the south 
of the island on 1,100 feet of private beach.

It is elegant. You feel that if you visited the lobby 
or restaurant at just the right time, you might rub 
elbows with former guests such as Cary Grant, Rita 
Hayworth or Gregory Peck.

From the Casa we were able to walk to many of 

John Audubon House and gardens, Hemingway’s 

still have the run of the place, and Harry Truman’s 
“Little White House” winter lodging.

Party Time on Duval Street
After two days at the Casa, we moved to 

the end of one of the world’s most famous
party streets, Duval.

Ocean Key Resort and Spa is a charming yellow 

“southernmost tip” of the Lower 48 states.

MARATHON

Hotels: Coral Lagoon Resort

12411 Overseas Highway

 www.corallagoonresort.com

Tranquility Bay Beach House Resort

2600 Overseas Highway

www.tranquilitybay.com

IF YOU GO
with its daily sunset celebration, a tradition

Duval Street is not just a street but a 
state of mind. Here you can stop into 
Jimmy Buffett’s original Margaritaville for

whether you fancy designer duds, black
leather with way too many zippers or

dog portraits or cocktails.
Art galleries offer the requisite dolphin painting, 

carved from coconut shells.
And even though the cell phone signal was strong 

on Duval, I can’t remember thinking about the 


